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Award for Action

During the Conference of Mayors in Paris in Oc-
tober, R20 was awarded the “Marianne d’Or” for 
sustainable development. Michèle Sabban, R20’s 
President, received the award on R20’s behalf.
 
Established in 1984, the prestigious French “Mari-
anne d’Or” is given to cities, villages and regions, 
as well as organisations that are active in the envi-
ronment and sustainable development sectors. R20 
was recognized for its championing of local action.

Michèle Sabban (R20 President) and Christophe Nuttall (R20 
Executive Director)

COP20 in Lima
On the Road to Paris 2015

The  much  anticipated climate conference in Lima 
(COP 20) was attended by R20’s President, Ms. 
Michèle Sabban. As the official representative for 
R20, she was invited to participate in all events re-
lating to subnational and local action in the face of 
climate change.

During the different events organized by ICLEI, The 
Climate Group and World Climate Ltd, Ms. Sabban 
had the chance to meet with delegations from sev-
eral regions, including Abruzzo (Italy), Bogota (Co-
lombia), Ontario and Quebec (Canada), as well as 
Ministers from several African nations.  “We are de-
lighted to conclude another successful COP20 and 
build the strongest platform of solutions on the Road 
to Paris 2015,” said Ms. Sabban at the World Climate 
Summit.  The concluding session of the subnational/
business event organized by World Climate Ltd gen-
erated many more signatures for the Paris Declara-
tion launched last October at the World Summit of 
Regions for Climate.
Veolia  gave  Ms. Sabban the  floor during a debate 
they organized,  t o  speak  about  water  and  poor  

communities.

Mary Robinson, UN Special Envoy for Climate 
Change, met with Ms. Sabban to discuss a new 
initiative by R20 to mobilize influential women from 
around the world and diverse sectors for climate ac-
tion.  

Ms. Sabban attended the dinner hosted by the Gov-
ernment of Peru and Laurent Fabius (French Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs), on the Solutions’ Agenda, 
where she was the first to speak on behalf of sub-
nationals.

Jens Nielsen (World Climate Ltd), Michèle Sabban (R20 
President)
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Oran, Algeria

The waste sorting system that is being installed in 
the Hassi Bounif landfill in Oran will be operation-
al in January. The landfill will house two conveyor 
systems that are expected to be officially turned on 
before the end of January, said Mohamed Mekakia, 
Environment Director, during a workshop on waste 
sorting organized by R20 MED.

Each waste conveyor will be able to carry 10 tons of 
waste per day. R20 MED is also launching house-
hold-waste sorting projects in two urban districts, 
Akid Lotfi and AADL, in East Oran, said Mohamed 
Mekakia, who is concurrently on the R20 MED 
Steering Committee. These two districts will be 
provided with all the necessary equipment, includ-
ing collection trucks and appropriate disposal bins 
to separate the waste, said Rachid Bessaoud, R20 
MED Director.

The two-day workshop in preparation for the pilot 
project, gathered teachers from 13 schools within 
the two districts.  Once trained, the teachers will or-
ganise workshops for their pupils, who will in turn 
teach their parents.

The R20 MED training program in Oran has pro-
duced three workshops since June, gathering both 
local and international participants from various sec-
tors of the green economy:

Waste Management
This intensive three-day session covered all relevant 
aspects from generation to valorization (waste-to-en-
ergy, recycling, composting), as well as sorting and 
collecting. No stone was left unturned and partici-
pants left with a comprehensive understanding of 
best policy-making practices, cutting-edge technol-
ogies and the financial side to waste management. 
The workshop was a huge success and gathered 
participants from over 20 provinces around the 
country.
 
Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy
A first joint initiative between the Global Sustainable 
Electricity Partnership (GSEP) and R20 was also 
launched. Together with R20 MED, and with the 
Algerian Ministry of Territorial Planning and Envi-
ronment, a workshop was held on renewable ener-
gy and energy efficiency. The aim of this workshop 
was to develop solutions to different issues related 
to renewable energy, energy efficiency, waste man-

agement and recycling for Algeria and countries of 
the sub-Mediterranean region. As a unique pool of 
expertise in the electricity sector, GSEP is well posi-
tioned to share the breadth of knowledge of its mem-
bers in these matters with their counterparts in the 
region.
 
Focusing on three major aspects of the development 
of renewable energy and energy efficiency projects 
(mainly regulatory framework and policies, tech-
nologies and their application, and financing and 
business models), several representatives from the 
Mediterranean and West African countries were in-
vited to share their views and experiences with ex-
perts from the international power sector, including 
representatives from GSEP members Iberdrola, Hy-
dro-Québec, Enel and Électricité de France (EDF). 
A total of 48 participants representing 15 countries 
were in attendance.
 
The workshop generated a lot of attention from the 
media and press, and was a great success. In his 
opening remarks, Mr. Mohamed Mekakia noted that 
this workshop was very important and timely for Al-
geria.
 
Waste Sorting
Additional trainings were provided to local asso-
ciations and community representatives on waste 
sorting. The focus of the workshops was on raising 
awareness within the communities and teaching res-
idents how and what to sort, as well as its benefits. 
Construction of the sorting facility has been complet-
ed, and the waste-disposal bin supplier has been 
selected.

Regions in Action
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Vienna, Austria

Only a year after its creation, R20 Austria & EU, to-
gether with the financial support of the Austrian Min-
istry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment & Water 
Management (www.bmlfuw.gv.at) and the Austrian 
Climate and Energy Fund, is planning to establish a 
Global Energy Hub in Vienna, Austria.

A central part of this Energy Hub - a joint project be-
tween R20, the Austrian Government and the UN 
bodies in Vienna - is to establish an Academy for 
Renewable Energy Education and Training.

The goal of this training centre is to provide national 
and subnational governments with the technical ex-
pertise needed to implement green projects in their 
home regions by learning from successful best prac-
tice projects and academic partner organisations. 
The training program would cover the implementa-
tion of green economy policies and the adaptation 
of appropriate technologies as well as the financial 
tools needed in order to realise substantial change 
at the national and subnational levels.

The implementation of this project would enable 
Austria to further position itself as a leading hub 
for worldwide regional best-practice projects on cli-
mate protection and renewable energy; and would 
also enable other regions across the globe to build 
sustainable economies and make renewable energy 
available.

Andrae Rupprechter (Austrian Min. of Environment)
Monika Langthaler (R20 Austria Director)

Arnold Schwarzenegger (R20 Founding Chair)

Nova Friburgo, Brazil

R20, Lighting Science Group, and Pegasus Capital 
Advisors announced today that they have installed 
an initial set of 52 LED streetlights in Brazil. The 
well-attended ceremony last Saturday night in Nova 
Friburgo illuminated the city’s central square. The 
group and their other local partners hope to imple-
ment large-scale street lighting projects across Bra-
zil by minimizing the upfront cost of installing new 
LED streetlights, and saving over 50% of previous 
energy usage.

At the event were politicians and business leaders, 
in addition to hundreds of citizens, intent on seeing 
the 52 fixtures illuminated for the first time. Now a 
permanent element of the Nova Friburgo street light-
ing system, the “mini” is a welcomed change and fu-
turistic addition to the collection of traditional street 
lights currently spread around the city.

Lighting Science’s LED technology and minimalist 
design is front and center in this display represent-
ing the world premiere of the mini. Lasting over 10 
times longer than traditional lighting, the mini sub-
stantially reduces the maintenance costs associated 
with street lighting and avoids the waste associated 
with continually replacing most of the components of 
traditional fixtures. Further, the mini uses 75% less 
material and is 50% more energy efficient than tra-
ditional lighting solutions, saving customers money 
and significantly reducing the carbon footprint of the 
lighted environment.

Given the budget pressures facing municipalities 
across the world, the R20 and its financial advisor, 
Pegasus, knew that a financing solution is needed in 
order to roll out these installations on a large scale. 
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By building relationships with local financing part-
ners and leveraging Pegasus’ experience in struc-
turing complex transactions, the group is establish-
ing a first-of-its-kind financial structure to make LED 
adoption as seamless as possible. This is what has 
led Nova Friburgo and municipalities across Brazil to 
be so enthusiastic about installing LED street lights.

“Efficient energy usage is a key tool that we will need 
to employ in the fight against climate change - by 
helping developing economies become more energy 
efficient while saving them money we can drastical-
ly reduce the environmental impact associated with 
economic development” said Terry Tamminen, the 
R20’s Chief Strategic Adviser and former Director 
of the California Environmental Protection Agency. 
“The transformation of light to a digital technology 
enables us to completely change the way we think 
about designing lighting fixtures,” said Fred Maxik, 
Chief Technology Officer of Lighting Science. He 
continued “no longer are we confined to the tradi-
tional cobra head design for street lighting. This rev-
olutionary change enables us to integrate additional 
functionality and build greater efficacy into lighting 
solutions”
 
“Our focus on sustainable development using unique 
technology and the fantastic partnerships we have 
built drive the success of this project. By integrating 
multiple groups, each with a valuable skill set, has 
proven a great way to create fundamental value, es-
pecially in developing economies where local knowl-
edge is a highly critical driver of success” said Craig 
Cogut, Founder and Chairman of Pegasus Capital 
Advisors.

Nova Friburgo, Brazil
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Gitega, Burundi

R20 and CIRID (Centre Indépendant de Recherche et d’Initiative 
pour le Dialogue) hosted an inauguration ceremony for their solar 
bakery project in Gitega. The ceremony marked the official installa-
tion of the solar ovens, and the start of an operational bakery.
 
Prior to the arrival of the solar ovens, the bakery relied heavily on 
fuel-wood to produce baked goods, exposing the bakers to large 
amounts of smoke, as well as incurring high costs as the price of 
wood kept rising. Such increases in costs eventually forced the bak-
ery to temporarily shut down and relocate to a busier area.
 
The technology used is called the “Villager Sun Oven”, manufactured by US-based company Sun Oven Inter-
national. Each oven is capable of baking hundreds of loaves of bread each day. The oven allows the users to 
save over 150 tons of firewood each year, which results in the reduction of around 277 tons of greenhouse gas 
emissions annually. In addition, by replacing the firewood with solar energy, the bakers will not be exposed to 
harmful smoke. For more information on the technology click here.
 
As part of the project, dozens of women will be trained on bakery management, which will enable them to be 
socially and economically integrated.
 
This project is financed by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland, the Austrian Development Cooperation 
and the UK Department for International Development (DFID). The project implementation is overseen by the 
Energy and Environment Partnership of Southern and East Africa (EEP S&EA).

Delta State, Nigeria

The Climate Change Department of the Delta State Ministry of 
Environment launched a clean-water initiative in the rural areas 
of Delta State. R20 is working with the ministry, Triple Quest and 
local partner PIND to provide technical assistance. Through this 
initiative, the residents of 50 households in the Akugbene Com-
munity are now the recipients of cutting-edge water filters.

The lack of potable water and the need for reduction of water-born 
diseases, which experts predict will be exacerbated by climate 
change provided the impetus for this initiative. The devastating 
flood of 2012 is recent proof that water resources in Delta State 
are under increasing pressure.
 
“The impacts of climate change are far-reaching and extend beyond global warming and extreme weather 
events. Water, as one of our most precious and scarce resources, must be taken into account in climate related 
policies and plans. This project is therefore both a timely and important one,” said Felicia Adun, Permanent 
Secretary, Delta State Ministry of Environment.

The Hydraid BioSand Water Filter is a simple lightweight home size filter, with no moving parts, manufactured 
by Cascade Engineering and distributed by Triple Quest. The Hydraid filter process is based on a centuries-old 
slow sand filtration technology. The filter combats the leading causes of death and disease in the developing 
world by reducing parasites, bacteria, and viruses found in contaminated water. One filter is designed to deliver 
safe water for a family for more than 10 years and increases a family’s income by lowering their medical costs 
and eliminating the need to buy bottled water.

http://www.sunoven.com/about-us
http://deltastateclimatechangeunit.org/index.php
https://www.triplequest.com
http://www.pindfoundation.org
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Delta State, Nigeria

 Environmentally, the Hydraid filter reduces greenhouse gas emissions by decreasing the need to treat water 
by boiling it. On average one Hydraid filter prevents the release of about 6-10 tonnes of C02 each year it is in 
use. For families in the developing world this means less smoke inhalation and reduced spending on fuel. For 
companies seeking to achieve environmental and social impact goals, Hydraid projects produce Gold Stan-
dard certified carbon credits for organizations and companies to purchase.
 
“We are very excited about this pilot project and the opportunity to work in partnership with the Government of 
Delta State, R20 and PIND to reduce water-borne diseases. With the impacts of climate change set to intensify 
health concerns globally, we are delighted that our filters offer both a mitigation and resiliency strategy for our 
partners,” said Marta Johnson, Managing Director of Triple Quest.

The project in Akugbene Community was officially launched in early November. The partners expect that this 
project will be the first of many to come in other communities in Delta State. Once the water filters have been 
installed, the project partners will begin an awareness raising campaign on hygiene and sanitation.

The Compact of States & Regions

Leading sub-national governments from around the world gathered at COP20 in Lima on December 9th to sign 
a new joint commitment on climate action in an event organized by The Climate Group and nrg4SD.

The Compact of States and Regions  is a new commitment by sub-national governments to:
Adopt an ambitious greenhouse gas reduction target.
Report their greenhouse gas emissions on an annual basis.

The Compact is led by three of the most influential state and regional government coalitions, The Climate 
Group States & Regions, nrg4SD, and R20, in partnership with CDP, pioneer of the only global environmental 
disclosure platform. It was part of the commitments announced at the UN Climate Summit in September in 
New York. 

Sixteen states and regions from across the world have already joined the Compact. Together they represent 
142 million people and almost 5% of global GDP. The first signatories accounted, in 2008, for overa billion 
tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions, the equivalent of the emissions of Canada and the UK combined. The 
first signatories of the Compact of States and Regions include the Basque Country (Spain), British Columbia 
(Canada), Catalonia (Spain), Jalisco (Mexico), KwaZulu Natal (South Africa), Lombardy (Italy), Manitoba (Can-
ada), North Rhine-Westphalia (Germany), Ontario (Canada), Québec (Canada), Rhône Alpes (France), Sao 
Paulo (Brazil), Scotland (UK), South Australia (Australia), Tasmania (Australia), Wales (UK). Most of them are 
members of The Climate Group States and Regions.

The signatories are committing to bold climate action, a move which many actors hope will inspire national 
governments to do the same, during the critical year before COP21 in Paris.

Arnold Schwarzenegger, former Governor of California and Chair of the R20, said: “Our members and partners 
are the real action heroes, implementing clean energy, energy efficiency, and waste reduction projects that 
produce local economic and environmental benefits, reducing greenhouse gases at the same time. We have 
shown that this approach creates more robust local economies, improves public health, and creates new green 
jobs. It is everyone’s duty to act now and the Compact is a terrific contribution to these efforts, because it brings 
more states and regional leaders together to share experiences and success stories that can be repeated all 
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The Compact of States & Regions

over the world.”

Libby Ferguson, The Climate Group States and Regions Director, added: “States and regions have huge po-
tential to effect change at both the local and global level. On average, about 75% of all public expenditure on 
environmental protection is made by sub-national governments. Many of them have authority over key aspects 
of climate policy, including energy, transportation and the built environment. As such, state and regional climate 
strategies have a critical role to play to mitigate and adapt to the impacts of a changing climate. The Compact 
of States and Regions will help unlock this potential and I hope many other governments will join this initiative.”

Featured Partner

We are very pleased to announce that R20 partner, 
the Biotec Development Network (BDN), has been 
nominated for the 2014 Green Awards organized by 
Eco6tem Development Ltd and Green Team Africa.

The BDN is a Nigerian environmental engineering 
company founded by Ifeanyi Aghaulor, who built the 
biogas digestor for the R20 project in Delta State.

New Partnerships

The US National Renewable Energy Lab (NREL) develops renewable energy and energy efficiency technol-
ogies and practices, advances related science and engineering, and transfers knowledge and innovations to 
address the USA’s energy and environmental goals.
 
The work of the Lebendige Stadt Foundation is focused on illumination concepts, green areas and the creation 
and design of urban spaces. Since it came into being, the Foundation has initiated and supported a wide range 
of “best practice” projects and has provided a total funding volume of around 30 million euros. Leading individ-
uals from the worlds of politics, business, culture, science and the media have been involved in these projects 
on behalf of the Foundation.
 
In addition to supporting projects, the Foundation also sees itself as an important source of stimuli and inspi-
ration, promoting the exchange of knowledge and experience between the towns and cities. With its annual 
conferences focusing on topical urban issues and the annual Foundation Award with a different theme each 
year and presented in recognition of innovative ideas and concepts of particular cultural and artistic value, it 
plays a key role in facilitating the exchange and transfer of know-how between political decision-makers in the 
municipalities and raises the profile of best practice models.

http://www.nrel.gov
http://www.lebendige-stadt.de/web/template1neu.asp?sid=315&nid=&cof=315
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Clean Energy Solutions Center

The partnership with NREL enables a collaboration between R20 and the Clean Energy Solutions Center, 
which is managed by NREL.
 
“The Clean Energy Solutions Center is excited about our collaboration with R20, as expanding the use of our 
Ask an Expert clean-energy policy assistance among sub-national governments is one of our top priorities,” 
said Ron Benioff of the Clean Energy Solutions Center. “We look forward to working closely with R20 to help 
make this happen.”
 
Since the Solutions Center launched in 2011, its Ask an Expert service has assisted more than 70 countries 
and regional organizations around the world with clean energy policy design and implementation.
 
“One of the factors R20 addresses is the lack of awareness among national and sub-national politicians of the 
long-term political, technical and financial solutions for a sustainable safe, clean economy,” said Christophe 
Nuttall, Executive Director of R20. “R20’s collaboration with the Clean Energy Solutions Center will not only 
help raise this awareness, but also help our members reach their clean-energy targets.”

EE Global 2015

We are pleased to announce next year’s EE Global 2015! With a new year quickly approaching, now is the time 
to start making plans to head to Washington, D.C., May 12-13, 2015!

EE Global convenes high caliber industry professionals, members of academia and policy makers looking to 
create partnerships, discuss the latest technology and develop “best practices” policies and strategies for glob-
al implementation of energy efficiency.

As an EE Global attendee, you will have the opportunity to participate in Plenary and Executive Dialogue 
sessions aimed at driving actionable plans for the next generation of energy efficiency. As an attendee you 
are made part of the conversation through facilitated dialogues that incorporate audience questions and seek 
to answer the pressing energy topics.  EE Global sessions offer high-level insights from business, policy, and 
environmental leaders at the helm of the global energy efficiency movement.Apply now to join the discussion 
with confirmed moderators, including:
·    Joseph McGuire, President, Association of Home Appliance Manufacturers
·    Odon de Buen, Director General, Comision Nacional para el Uso Eficiente de la Energia
·    Benoit Lenot, Executive Director, International Partnership for Energy Efficiency Cooperation

Also, make sure you don’t miss this year’s Embassy Tour, which will give participants an opportunity to attend 
embassies leading the charge in energy efficiency. Participants will learn about green initiatives, embassy ret-
rofits and each countries’ energy efforts while networking with other elite-level attendees.

Apply for an invitation now to engage with energy efficiency experts at EE Global May 12-13, 2015 in Wash-
ington, D.C.

https://cleanenergysolutions.org/about
http://eeglobalforum.org
http://ase.tfaforms.net/349950

