NEWSLETTER

Special Summit Edition
October 2014

48 Chemin du Grand Montfleury 1290 Versoix Switzerland
www.regions20.org

President Hollande Hosts Governor
Schwarzenegger
François Hollande, the President of France, welcomed Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger at the
Elysée Presidential Palace in Paris, on Friday 10th,
for a meeting with high-level government officials to
discuss climate issues. They were joined by Laurent
Fabius, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Development; Nicolas Hulot, the President’s
Special Envoy for the “Protection of the Planet”;
Michèle Sabban, the President of R20; Terry Tamminen, R20 Strategic Advisor to Schwarzenegger; and
Christophe Nuttall, R20’s Executive Director.

On the steps of the Elysée: Mr. Laurent Fabius, Mr. Nicolas Hulot,
President François Hollande, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger,
Ms. Michèle Sabban, Mr. Christophe Nuttall, Mr. Terry Tamminen

President Hollande lauded Governor Schwarzenegger’s commitment to environmental and climate
issues, and stressed the importance of mobilizing
civil society actors, subnational authorities, as well
as the private sector to make COP21 a success. He
reiterated that France wants to promote a “solutions
agenda”, one that demonstrates that economic development is in fact compatible with social development and climate action.
The President also called on all influential individuals who wish to invest in the success of COP21,
such as Governor Schwarzenegger, to form a group
of spokespersons that can raise awareness and mobilize the general public, as well as decision makers,
about this global climate challenge.
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The World Summit of Regions for Climate
on the Road to Paris 2015

“You don’t have to choose between the economy and the environment”
- R20 Founding Chair, Arnold Schwarzenegger

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, Mr. Laurent Fabius

On October 10-11th we had the privilege of hosting the World Summit of Regions for Climate in the great city
of Paris, as part of the Road to Paris 2015 initiative that was created by World Climate Ltd. The Road to Paris
2015 is a bottom-up, multi-stakeholder platform of solutions to climate change that supports the signing of a
binding global climate agreement at COP21 in Paris.
The Summit, composed of various plenary sessions with 70 illustrious speakers from a diverse array of sectors, gathered over 700 participants from around the world to address humanity’s most pressing concern: climate change. The event was opened by Jean-Paul Delevoye (President of the French Economic, Social and
Environmental Council), Anne Hidalgo (Mayor of Paris), Michèle Sabban (President of R20), Terry Tamminen
(Strategic Advisor to R20 Founding Chair) and Christophe Nuttall (R20’s Executive Director).
The event strategically gathered local/subnational government leaders, business and investors to learn about
effective ways to tackle global warming and build green economies - together. Mamadou Frankaly Keita, Mali’s
Minister of Energy, introduced R20’s 50 MW solar PV project in Kita, along with Jean Ballandras, the Secretary
General of Akuo Energy - R20’s project partner. R20’s waste management and energy efficiency program in
Algeria was presented by Abdelghani Zaalane, the Governor of Oran (Algeria) and Tolba Tahar, the Director
General of the Algerian Ministry of Environment. Charlotte Aubin-Kalaidjian (CEO of GreenWish Partners) and
Garry Conille (UNOPS Director, Africa) launched the 1 GW solar initiative with R20, that will cover Central and
West Africa. R20’s large-scale LED streetlight program in Brazil was presented by Craig Cogut (Chairman &
President, Pegasus Capital Advisors) and Renata Falcao (Head of Energy Efficiency, Eletrobras) - R20 Brazil’s
project partners.
Using examples such as the above, the significant impact that regions have in leading green initiatives, ways
to overcome financing and regulatory obstacles, and innovative financing mechanisms for infrastructure projects, including the R20-UNOPS Pre-Investment Facility (PIF) were showcased. The PIF serves to accelerate
the design and conduct of feasibility studies to structure portfolios of bankable green infrastructure projects.
Over the two days, the need for an ambitious climate deal in 2015, with ambitious targets, was a recurrent point
made by the panelists. In addition, it was by and large agreed that whilst the bottom-up approach is necessary,
it should not be exclusive of top-down policy making which is necessary to provide regulatory frameworks.
Regions, as sub-national and locals governments, were widely hailed as catalysts for green development.
“Regions have a pivotal role because it’s at that level that action emerges. France will do whatever it can to
make sure COP21 is a success, and if it is, it will be thanks to regions,” said Laurent Fabius, French Minister
of Foreign Affairs & International Development, during his opening speech on the second day.
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Mary Robinson, newly-appointed UN Special Envoy on Climate Change, stressed the link between climate
and human rights: “The vulnerability of poor regions to climate change is an injustice. Climate is a human rights
issue. We are making people’s lives worse through our inaction”. She went on to call for an ambitious agreement in 2015 and the abolishment of fossil fuel subsidies.

Ms. Mary Robinson, Mr. Nicolas Hulot

Ms. Connie Hedegaard

Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary of the UNFCCC, who was unable to join in person, had an inspiring
video message for us. See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGRSjoirFf0
Many more outstanding speakers shared their insights at the event, including Monique Barbut (Executive Secretary of UNCCD), Nobel Laureate Rajendra Pachauri - who joined us via a robot so as to keep a low carbon
footprint, Jean Jouzel (Vice-President of the IPCC), Pierre-Henri Guignard (Secretary General of COP21),
Bernard Spitz (President of the french association of insurance providers - AFA), Libby Ferguson (Director
of States & Regions at The Climate Group), Thomas Bouret (Director General of Leroy Merlin), and André
Schneider (Chairman of World Climate Ltd).
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Selected Tweets

@Regions20
#RegionsClimate #Road2Paris2015

Jean-Paul Delevoye (President of the French Economic Social & Environmental
Council):
“The future of our planet requires a long term commitment”
Anne Hidalgo (Mayor of Paris):
“The challenge is global but the solutions are local, through regions, businesses”
Daniel C. Esty (Yale University Director, Centre for Business & Environment):
“We must engage a broader set of actors”
Gerard Mestrallet (CEO of GDF Suez):
“We are developing a product that allows regions to craft an energy strategy”
Grete Faremo (UN Under Secretary-General, Executive Director, UNOPS):
“We want to be the honest broker - energy is at the heart of development. We
want to be part of R20’s projects and initiatives”
Michel Rocard (President of Collegium International):
“This emergence of regions working together is a formidable idea - a miracle!”
Serge Lepeltier (former French Ambassador):
“We need a global agreement that is binding for states, so as to have a real impact”
Eric Rondolat (CEO of Philips Lighting):
“Things are moving, but the urgency of the situation is not taken into account in
the same way everywhere”
Terry Tamminen (R20 Strategic Advisor to Founding chair):
“We have to pay for externalities!”
Jens Nielsen (CEO of World Climate Ltd):
“In the past, regions & businesses were not sufficiently recognized in climate talks.
We are changing that”
Nicolas Hulot (Special Envoy to President of France):
“The business-as-usual model is not an option”
Connie Hedegaard (European Commissioner for Climate Action):
“We need action and ambitious numbers in 2015”
Henri Proglio (CEO of EDF):
“Stabilizing financing costs is crucial to access to green energy”
Steve Bolze (CEO of GE Power & Water):
“The world is ready for energy efficiency. It’s already happening”
Eric Scotto (CEO of Akuo Energy):
“The top-down approach is necessary so as to have regulatory frameworks to put
in place renewable energy”
Eric Brac de la Perriere (Director General of Eco-Emballages):
“We need alternative solutions to plastic. The rate of recycling of plastic is only
23%”
Bertrand Van Ee (CEO of Climate-KIC):
“Different cities face different challenges - local insights count”
Andrä Rupprechter (Austrian Minister of Environment):
“The green economy creates jobs”
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The Paris Declaration

The Summit was designed to foster collaboration between the three main actors
(government, business, finance), and ensure that real action is taken to counter
climate change, by committing to a set of principles and actions set forth in the Paris
Declaration.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Summit closed with a signing ceremony involving six networks of cities
and regions who commit to the Paris Declaration. Collectively these networks
represent over 3,000 local governments.
Oru-Fogar, signed by Paul Carrasco, President.
Assembly of European Regions, signed by Hande Ozsan Bozatli, President.
ICLEI, signed by Gino Van Begin, Secretary General.
The Mexico City Pact, signed by Martha Delgado, Director General.
The Association of North East Asia Regional Governments (NEAR), signed by
Kim Jae-Hyo, Secretary General.
Fonds Mondial pour le Développement des Villes (FMDV), signed by Michèle
Sabban, President.

Together and in the presence of Laurent Fabius, French Minister of Foreign Affairs
& International Development, the participants demonstrated their determination to
act, by signing the Declaration - a real road map for the United Nations conference
on climate change (COP21) that will take place in Paris in 2015.
The Paris Declaration is a cross-sector initiative founded by R20 and World Climate
Ltd. It is a declaration from subnational governments, business and finance to support an international climate deal during COP21. At the World Summit of Regions for
Climate (WSRC), Arnold Schwarzenegger, the Founder of R20, invited a coalition of
governments, businesses and investors to sign it.
The Declaration will travel around the world to events such as the World Climate
Summit in Lima (December 2014), Delhi Sustainable Development Summit (February 2015), World Green Economy Summit (April 2015) in Dubai, African Green
Economy Summit in Malabo (May/June 2015), Oru-Fogar World Regions Summit
(September 2015), World Climate Summit in Paris (December 2015) and others,
to collect signatures from leaders, and be presented at COP21 as the strongest
international Public Private Partnership platform for climate solutions. It is part of the
Positive Agenda, as requested by the French Government who will be hosting the
UNFCCC COP 21.

R20 Newsletter October 2014

5

Launch of the State of the Green Economy Report

His Excellency Saeed Mohamed Al Tayer, the CEO of the Dubai Electricity & Water Authority, launched the
first report on Dubai’s transition to a green economy. His Excellency presented the report to Mary Robinson,
UN Special Envoye for Climate Change. To download a copy of the report http://www.dcce.ae/page/publications.html

Partnerships for Climate Action
One of the many reasons why the Summit was so
successful, was that it showcased what conditions
need to be met in order to launch green economy
projects. As an action-driven organisation, R20
prides itself on being able to match key players and
remove obstacles, so that the green economy becomes mainstream. Partnerships between key players and influencers is of the utmost importance, especially given the urgency of the climate challenge.
During the closing ceremony of the World Summit
of Regions for Climate on October 11th, R20 signed
partnership agreements and memoranda of understanding (MOUs) with several organisations, in the
presence of Arnold Schwarzenegger (Founding
Chair of R20), Michèle Sabban (R20 President),
Christophe Nuttall (R20 Executive Director), Terry
Tamminen (Special Advisor to R20 Founding Chair)
and Andrä Rupprechter (Austrian Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water).
Reunion Region: R20 and the Reunion region are
partnering to set up the new R20 Indian Ocean
Renewables Hub. This Hub will be a centre of excellence for technology development, training and
expertise, and financing for projects. All countries
of the Indian Ocean region will have access to it.
The partnership agreement was signed by Arnold
Schwarzenegger, Founder of R20,
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and Didier Robert, President of the Reunion region.
ABREC: Christophe Nuttall, Executive Director of
R20, and Thierno Bocar Tall, CEO of the African Biofuels and Renewable Energy Company (ABREC-SABER), have cemented the relationship between the
two entities by signing a partnership agreement.
Both entities will work together to conduct feasibility studies for renewable energy projects, as well as
sourcing investments for such projects. In addition,
ABREC will be part of the Pre-Investment Facility
that has been set up by R20 and UNOPS. Lastly,
ABREC is joining R20, UNOPS and GreenWish
Partners in their initiative to develop 1 GW of solar
plants across West and Central Africa.
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ADEME: R20 and ADEME, the French Agency for
the Environment and Energy, have committed to
working together on renewable energy policy, training on technologies, feasibility studies for infrastructure projects, and bridging the gaps between project
financing, expertise and technical assistance. Bruno Lechevin signed the agreement as President of
ADEME.
Dubai Green Economy Partnership (GEP): Waleed
Salman, Chairman of the Dubai GEP, and Christophe Nuttall, signed on behalf of their respective entities, a memorandum of understanding to explore
opportunities for the establishment of a Regional
training centre in Dubai, and for green infrastructure
projects relating to renewable energy, energy efficiency, waste management and public transport.
World Green Economy Summit (WGES): R20 has
officialised its partnership with the WGES, as part of
the Road to Paris 2015. The event will take place on
April 22-23, 2015 in Dubai.

Memoranda of Understanding
R20 and the Climate Bond Initiative (CBI)
The collaboration between both entities entails
working together to create a work group to study the
feasibility of using the Green Bonds as a financial
mechanism for R20 projects. This new mechanism
could potentially reduce the cost of capital for climate related investments and increase investor confidence, thereby generating more investor support
for low-carbon projects.

fundraising for energy efficiency, distributed generation and other low-carbon projects to be implemented by R20.
R20, Fundo Brasileiro para a Biodiversidade
(Funbio) and Associação Instituto Internacional
de Ecologia e Gerenciamento Ambiental (AIIEGA)
R20, Funbio and AIIEGA will work together to develop a project for the reforestation of watersheds
and water sources, biodiversity restoration, as well
as water quality and quatity conservation. The parties will join their efforts to develop and implement a
fundraising plan within the next three months to secure financial resources to make project implementation possible.
The Brazilian Biodiversity Fund (FUNBIO) is an association specialized in biodiversity. Through the
elaboration of an innovative financial mechanism,
FUNBIO supports the private sector to mitigate their
environmental impacts. AIIEGA specializes in natural resource management and provides training in
public policy.
R20 and the Instituto para o Desenvolvimento do
Varejo (IDV)
The Institute for Retail Development (IDV) and R20
have signed an MOU to work together to create a
turn key energy efficiency and distributed generation
program to be implemented by IDV’s members.

The Climate Bonds Initiative is an international, investor-focused not-for-profit, promoting large-scale
investment in the low-carbon economy. It’s the only
organisation in the world focusing on mobilizing the
$100 trillion bond market for climate change solutions
R20 and the State of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
The State of Rio de Janeiro aims to become a leader
in sustainability in order to improve the quality of life
and environment for its citizens. To fulfill its commitments to its citizens’ well being, R20 and the State of
Rio de Janeiro will work together to conduct a study
to analyse the viability of utilizing LED technology
to upgrade the streetlights in the municipalities of
the State of Rio Janeiro. The parties will create a
work group in order to deliver the study within three
months of signing of the MOU.
R20 and Bolsa Verde do Rio de Janeiro (BVRio)
BVRio is an environmental exchange company that
promotes market mechanisms to facilitate compliance with environmental laws and thus the development of a green economy in Brazil. Together, R20
and BVRio will develop a platform to streamline
R20 Newsletter October 2014
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Cocktail at the Palais de Lassay
On the evening of the first day of the Summit, Claude
Bartolone, President of the French National Assembly, welcomed R20 and all the participants of the
Summit to the Palais de Lassay for a most exquisite
cocktail.
Thank you Mr. Bartolone!

Ms. Michèle Sabban, Mr. Arnold Schwarzenegger, Mr. Claude Bartolone

Meeting with Anne Hidalgo, Mayor of Paris
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, Michèle Sabban, Terry Tamminen and Christophe Nuttall were invited on
October 11th to the Paris City Hall, by the Mayor: Ms Anne Hidalgo. The meeting enabled them to share their
common vision and strategy for the Road to Paris and Cop 21; where the Municipality of Paris will welcome
all sub-nationals of the world. Governor Schwarzenegger announced that R20 will open an office in Paris to
prepare for COP 21. Mayor Hidalgo welcomed the good news and proposed to host it within a beautiful townhouse: the House of Europe, located in the inner old city of Paris. These offices could potentially be shared with
all networks of cities and regions to jointly prepare for COP 21. It was also suggested that certain companies
use the offices as a showroom for energy efficiency.

Thank You to
Our Partners
World Climate Ltd, Image & Strategie
EU Committee of the Regions, Fogar, Assembly of
European Regions, Mairie de Paris, FMDV, ICLEI,
NEAR, The Mexico City Pact, Association des Regions de France, Metropolis, The Climate Group,
Ile-de-France, Conseil Economique Social et Environnemental (CESE), Fundacion Pensar, Collegium
International, Comite 21, Sustainable Energy for All,
Eurodyssee, Energy Cities.
3A-IDF Architecte, Demathieu Bard Construction,
Ecosys Group, Clean Tech Open, AwaBot, GreenWish Partners, Brainbows.
Media Partners
Le Parisien, rfi, France 24, MCD, France Médias
Monde, Libération, TF1, TV5MONDE, francetélévisions, Jeune Afrique, The Africa Report, Régions
Magazine, JC Decaux
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Our Sponsors
EDF, Climate-KIC, Leroy Merlin, General
Electric, Akuo Energy
Aéroports de Paris, ADEME, Eco-Emballages,
Philips, World Green Economy Summit, Dubai Electricity & Water Authority, Transdev, Association Francaise de l’Assurance, Nareva, Groupe Caisse des
Dépots, Sonatrach, GDF Suez, WIPO-Green, Veolia

Photos on Flickr
The photos from the World Summit of Regions
for Climate have been posted to Flickr. (https://
www.flickr.com/photos/128831951@N07/
sets/72157648901309341/).
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R20 Vienna Conference

“The R20 Conferences in Vienna and in Paris are important milestones on the way to European and global
change. The actions which we set today will even the path to Paris 2015. Many successful low-carbon projects
at the local level could be launched, which would demonstrate the great opportunities of a sustainable energy
future. We have to mobilize the regions to initiate further actions - the more the better!” - Andrä Rupprechter,
Minister of Environment, Austria
Thanks to our partners, the Austrian Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment & Water Management (BMLFUW) and the Austrian Climate and Energy Fund, as well as our Premium Business Partners, OMV AG,
Philips Austria, REWE International AG, REXEL Austria and our Business Partners, VARTA and Hypo NOE,
the conference was an exciting and enriching event for all attendees.
Over 300 representatives from regions, NGOs, businesses, governments, universities and the science sector,
worked together in six different workshops about topics ranging from energy efficiency to smart cities, agriculture and food fupply, as well as energy model regions and storage technologies. There were 30 working groups
lead by well-know experts for each topic. The groups then gathered detailed results about success factors,
risks, framework conditions and future outlooks.
On the second day of the conference, Andrä Rupprechter, Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment &
Water Management; Ingmar Höbarth, CEO of Austrian Climate and Energy Fund; and Monika Langthaler, Director of R20 Austria & EU, gave speeches about how the energy transition can be successful. R20 Founder,
Arnold Schwarzenegger, sent a video message praising “action heroes” in the local energy transition, and also
encouraged everybody to join their efforts. They all stressed the high importance of the bottom-up approach of
regions collaborating with strong partners from the business and science sectors for a sustainable, low-carbon
economy. Additionally, CEOs from different business sectors presented the results from the workshops of the
previous day and discussed how to integrate new findings into sustainable strategies. At the session entitled
“Road to Paris 2015 - The Central Role of Regions”, best practice projects on energy transitions from Germany
(Hamburg, Alheim) and Austria (Vienna, Upper Austria) were showcased.
Andrä Rupprechter closed the conference and brought all the results from the workshops to Paris that same
day. There he met Arnold Schwarzenegger and Christophe Nuttall from R20, to talk about climate change and
necessary steps towards COP 21 in 2015.
Monika Langthaler, Director of R20 Austria & EU, said: “At the R20 Conference in Vienna, renowned experts
showcased solutions and success stories that work at the sub-national level. The experiences I had at the conferences in Vienna and in Paris confirmed my belief that we can make a difference and move toward a green
and sustainable economy for the next generations.”
After the conference, around 35 participants took the opportunity to visit an energy model region and travelled
to Murau (Styria) for a two-day excursion. Find out more on: www.R20Austria.org
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